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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT FORD'S REMARKS ON ITALY 

1 . DURING A QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION AT KEENE HIGH 
SCHOOL, KEENE, NEW HAMPSHIRE, ON FEBRUARY 19, THERE WAS 
THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE ON ITALY: 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, RECENT EVENTS IN ITALY SUGGEST 
THAT THE COMMUNIST PARTY MAY SOON BE ADMITTED INTO THE 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. IF THIS HAPPENS, WOULD YOU INSTRUCT 
OUR INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES TO ATTEMPT TO ALTER THIS, AND 
HOW SECURE WOULD YOU FEEL WITH THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT AS 
A MEMBER OF NATO? 

THE PRESIDENT: I HAVE TAKEN A VERY STRONG POSITION, FIRST 
AT A NATO MEETING THAT I ATTENDED IN BRUSSELS LAST MAY, 

THAT THE MEMBERS OF NATO SHOULD NOT HAVE COMMUNIST PARTY 
MEMBERS AS A PART OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, PERIOD. WE TOLD 
THAT TO THE ITALIANS, WE TOLD IT TO EVERY OTHER EUROPEAN 
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OR COMMUNIST OFFICIALS IN A GOVERNMENT AND HAVE THAT 
NATION A VIABLE PARTNER IN NATO. 

SO I HAVE TAKEN A VERY STRONG POSITION AGAINST THE INCLU- 
SION OF ANY COMMUNIST MEMBERSHIP IN A GOVERNMENT IN 
WESTERN EUROPE OR IN ANY NATO COUNTRY. I HOPE THAT THE 
GOOD PEOPLE OF THOSE COUNTRIES, ITALY OR ELSEWHERE, WILL 
MAKE CERTAIN THAT THEY HAVE ONE OF THE FREE POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN THEIR COUNTRIES TO HEAD THEIR GOVERNMENTS. I 
THINK IT WILL BE A STRONGER AND BETTER NATO AND WE WOULD 
VIGOROUSLY OPPOSE ANY COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION. INGERSOLL 
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